[Immunotropic properties of the causative agent of viral hepatitis C].
In this review the immunomodulating properties of the causative agent of viral hepatitis C are characterized on the basis of experimental data, obtained by Russian and foreign researchers during recent 3-5 years. The short characterization of the causative agent is presented and a number of adaptation mechanisms making it possible for hepatitis C virus to resist the action of the immune protective system of the host are considered. The role of individual protein products of the virus in the immunopathogenesis of the disease and the mechanisms of their action on the molecular level are discussed in detail on the basis of the results of mouse and in vitro experiments.